
 

 

HAVE YOU DONE YOUR HOME WORK? 

By Rev. Adauto Rezende 

When I was in Asia, in most of the churches that I preached, always there were 

kids and teenagers asking me to pray for their exams. I would spend 30 minutes 

praying for these young people with the help of my translator. I had a very 

intense schedule, preaching and teaching everyday morning and afternoon, in 

different congregations and spent few hours praying for the needs of the people. 

Among them, of course, it was an average of twenty students with the same 

requests: “Please, pray that I get good marks in my coming exams.” Behind 

them, it was a large line up of people with their prayer requests: elderly women 

seeking their healings, others unemployed and in need of work, young barren 

wives wanted to get pregnant, anxious mothers desired to see their sons 

delivered from drugs, and so on.  

Probably, in my fourth day in the next church, I felt, by the Spirit getting all the 

students together around me and I told my translator: “Ask these young people if 

they are doing their school’s homework?” My translator was surprised by the 

question and told me to repeat it again, for she hadn’t had understand it well. I 

said: “ask them, if they are studying the subjects at home for the coming exams.”  

She asked the group and, surprised, they looked at each other and at us. Some 

shook their heads, others looked down and said nothing, and there was 

quietness in the air. Then, I said, “if you had studied I will pray that the Lord will 

help you to remember and bless your minds, however, if you didn’t study, instead 

have been playing video-games or spend your times on social-media or any 

other things, my prayer will have no effect on your behalf. “Most of the students 

felt convicted for what I said and I gave another option to them, “If you 

recognized that you are not fulfilling your duties and would like to make things 

right and start to do your homework, then, I will pray now for your new 

beginning.” 

Amazingly, the Holy Spirit touched their hearts and they humbly accepted the 

Lord’s rebuke. Convicted of their wrong behavior, they all bowed their heads in 

repentance and, after praying for them, they promise to study, and then, they left 

with a complete change of heart. 

After returning from my trip, a few days later, I thought about the incident and I 

thought: “are we Christians doing our homework?” 



 

 

For more than twenty-five years as a pastor, I had people coming or calling me 

almost daily with various prayer requests. They shared their struggles at home 

with their spouses, children and, relatives. Every so often, complaining about 

their work or their lack of it. Occasionally, asking for a financial blessing to pay 

their overloaded credit cards. I saw some people facing these cycles for years 

and there was no change in their dilemma. Many times I felt miserable and guilty 

as I would not see my prayers on their behalf answered. I would keep praying or 

sometime fasting for them for months. Thinking about the kids in Asia, I 

wondered if I had asked the same question to these people: “Have you done 

your homework?” I might have had better results 

I am referring to Christians who attended church regularly, joining the Bible 

studies and attending Sunday after Sunday services, listening on all kinds of 

topics. Looking back, I doubted if these folks did their duties.  

Let’s consider some examples: 

You are requesting money to pay your bills.  

 Question: “Are you a compulsive shopper?” A statement that I read 

somewhere it said: “Are you buying what you don’t need, with the money 

you don’t have to show off for people you don’t know?” 

You ask for prayer to get a job’s promotion, but you are negligent at work and 

neither looking for ways to improve your skills.  

Do you want the church to pray for you to get a job, but you stay at home 

watching TV?  Do you think God will answer your pastor’s prayer on your behalf?  

The Scriptures answer these questions:  

 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 

sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap 

destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 

eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 

we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”1  
 “How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your 

sleep? 

A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest— and 

poverty will come on you like a thief and scarcity like an armed man.”2 



 

 

 “For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will 

not work, neither shall he eat. For we hear that there are some who walk 

among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but 

are busybodies. Now those who are such we command and exhort through 

our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread. 

But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.”3 

There are those Christians who look extremely spirituals, demanding from their 

congregation leaders: “This church should pray to be more effective and might 

help out our community.”  

 Question: “What are you doing to help it?” “Are you visiting someone in a 

local nursing home?” “Are you calling some widows from your church and 

pray with them? Or planning to visit them?” You have to remember that 

you are the church.  

Please, pray that I have a better understanding of God’s word.  

 Question: “Are you reading your Bible on a daily basis and meditating on 

it?” 

Please, pray that I would grow spiritually. I am feeling so weak in my faith.  

 Question: “Are you praying as the Scriptures tell all the believers to do it?” 

“What type of movies are you watching and what sort of sites are you seen 

on the Internet?” is pornography part of your entertainment? 

 

 ““I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a young woman.”4 

 “I will not look with approval on anything that is vile.”5 

Please, pray for my marriage. My home is in a terrible condition.”  

 Question: “Are you fulfilling your duty as a wife? Are you taking care of 

your homework or spend most of your time over the phone talking to your 

friends?” “Are you a father and a husband who cares for your wife and 

children?” Or, like a story that I heard about a boy asking his mother: 

“Mom, let’s live in the church?” Surprised, she replied, “Why should we do 

that my son?” He answered: “Because, dad is so friendly to us over there.” 

Next time we ask for prayer, we should ask this question:  



 

 

“AM I DOING MY HOMEWORK?” 

 

To God be the glory! 

 

1. Galatians 6: 7-7 

2. Proverbs 6: 9-11 

3. 2 Thessalonians 3: 11-13 

4. Job 31: 1 

5. Psalm 101: 3 
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